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few hours to retrieve the errors of his lieutenants, and to
neutralise all the advantages which the selection of their
time and attack had already given his enemies. In all
the brilliant passages of the History of the Peninsular
War none record great results in fewer or firmer words
than this campaign of 1809 on the Danube. "Then
indeed," writes the historian, " was seen the supernatural
forcS of Napoleon's genius. In a few hours he changed
the aspect of affairs. In a few days, despite their
immense number, his enemies, baffled and flying in all
directions, proclaimed his mastery in an art which up to
that moment was imperfect; for never since troops first
trod a field of battle was such a display of military
skill made by man."

Wagram was the result of these brilliant combina-
tions. Once again, as at Austerlitz and Frieclland,
the decisive blow struck in the centre paralysed all
minor successes gained at the extremities; and before
the year which had opened with such vast preparation
and such glowing anticipation closed, the army of
Walcheren had perished, that of Italy had retreated to
Sicily, and that of the Peninsula, despite its brilliant
achievement on the Douro and its valour at Talavera,
had fallen back into the pestilent marshes of the
Guadiana, where a third of its force was destroyed
by fever.

During the winter of 1809-10 great efforts were
made to reinforce the army under Wellington, and in
May, 1810, Charles Napier found himself once more in
the Peninsula. The campaign in north-eastern Portugal
had begun. Ney and Massena, advancing from Leon,
took Ciudad Eodrigo and forced Wellington back upon